**Abstract**

Obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) is a psychiatric condition characterised by intrusive thoughts and repetitive acts. Numerous studies have focused on adult patients, while adolescent OCD is rarely investigated. The few neuropsychological studies on adolescent OCD show inconsistent results^1^, possibly due to small sample sizes and comorbidities of the subjects. The aim of this study was to investigate memory, discrimination learning, set-shifting, and goal-directed control in adolescent OCD.

Thirty-six juvenile OCD patients (25 females) without additional Axis-I disorders and 36 healthy volunteers matched for age, gender, and intelligence were recruited. The Cambridge Neuropsychological Test Automated Battery was used to assess visual episodic memory (Paired Associates Learning) and discrimination learning/cognitive flexibility (Intra-Extra Dimensional Set Shift). Moreover, the balance between goal-directed and habitual control was tested using an instrumental learning task, in which subjects respond to stimuli to gain rewarding outcomes. They are then instructed to adjust their behaviour after outcome devaluation.

Adolescent OCD patients made significantly more errors than the healthy volunteers on the visual episodic memory task. Patients did not show a specific deficit in set-shifting, but a general impairment in discrimination learning, especially in acquiring an attentional set. In the instrumental learning task, youths with OCD differentiated less between valuable and devalued outcomes, but their outcome knowledge was intact. Incorrect responses towards devalued outcomes were correlated with total errors on the paired associates learning task in the patient group.

The data suggest impairments in learning and memory to be core deficits in adolescent OCD. These deficits could preclude patients from forming a stable attentional set and thus exhibiting cognitive flexibility. Furthermore, this dataset suggests that a learning impairment in goal-directed learning could contribute to an overreliance on habits. Follow-up studies will need to investigate if learning and memory impairments are clinically significant and contribute to the progression of OCD.
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